
 Saying You’re Sorry 

After I had turned away I repented (Jeremiah 31:19, New 
Revised Standard Version).

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:18-25
Song: “Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven” 

Charles “Chuck” Colson was one of the major figures in the 
Watergate scandals that brought down the Nixon White House. 
He was convicted of his crimes and served time in a federal pris-
on. As Colson faced arrest, a friend gave him a copy of Mere 
Christianity by C. S. Lewis. Colson read it, and that lead him to 
become an evangelical Christian.

In prison he became increasingly aware of injustices done to 
prisoners and was overwhelmed with the need to do something. 
After his release Colson founded Prison Fellowship to promote 
prison reform and prisoner rehabilitation. Over the years he 
wrote more than 30 books, had a radio program, and won a 
million-dollar prize for progress in religion. All prizes, fees, and 
royalties were turned over to Prison Fellowship.

Chuck Colson wonderfully personifies repentance, a founda-
tional tenet of the Christian faith. Even three-year-olds learn 
that saying “I’m sorry, Mommy,” will get them back in Mom-
my’s good graces. When adults find themselves in situations 
where they too must say they’re sorry, it isn’t as easy as it is for 
toddlers. We know, so much better than they do, that appropri-
ate actions must follow, proving the sincerity of our words. 

Dear Lord, I know that when I sin against my neighbor I sin against You. Accept my 
repentance and my desire to serve You. Then give me the courage and strength to 
carry through on my intentions to live in a new way. In Your name, amen.
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 The Original Futurist 

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah (Jeremiah 31:31, Revised Standard Version).

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-37
Song: “There Is a Green Hill Far Away”

Writers of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries such as 
Orwell, Verne, and Wells based their novels on predictions of life 
in the future. But consider how their fantasies have been eclipsed 
by the realities of the computer, space travel, and heart transplants. 

However, the revolutionary prophesies of one writer, about 
26 centuries earlier, have held up perfectly. Through Jeremiah, 
God forgives Israel for the broken Sinai Covenant, looks ahead 
to a homecoming for the remnant, and foresees a new covenant 
based on forgiveness and love. Thankfully, the New Testament, 
foreseen in the book of Jeremiah, became a reality under God’s 
forgiving hand and His Son’s sacrifice.

When I visited the Sistine Chapel, I saw Jeremiah staring 
down at me from the ceiling, along with other major biblical 
figures (and God himself). The great prophet looks exhausted 
and sad. Perhaps Michelangelo was depicting Jeremiah as the 
author of Lamentations rather than the exciting prophet of the 
new covenant in Jeremiah chapter 31. 

Who am I to criticize the greatest painter/sculptor the world 
has known? But I do wish he’d painted his Jeremiah a little 
more upbeat. He proclaimed a bright future for God’s people.

Lord, whose example of forgiveness to Your people stands as a model for us, help 
me through “forgive and forget” situations with an admired friend. In Christ, amen.
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